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Pollution in the Merrimack River has 
always been a serious concern. Recent 
studies however have revealed that 
levels of dangerous substances have 
been even higher than originally 
thought. Levels of bacteria such as 
salmonella have reached significant 
levels and authorities do not 
recommend that anyone drink the 
water directly, as it may cause 
infection. There are also high levels of 
chemical waste, though they have not 
yet reached toxic levels. 

A bigger surprise in recent tests have 
even revealed higher than usual levels 
of radiation. Low levels of radiation 
are common even in healthy bodies of 
water, and while detected levels are 
not dangerous, scientists are puzzled 
as to what has caused these levels to 
increase. Dr. Craig Martin who has 
published a study on the Merrimack 
suggests that i llegal dumping may be 
occurring. The types of contaminants 
are consistent with those created by 
nuclear power facil ities. Dr. Martin 
would not comment on who he 
suspected of dumping the hazardous 

waste, and states that ?it is only a hunch, 
and it would require testing at nearby 
nuclear sites to confirm my suspicions. 
Unfortunately I have been denied access 
to such site, so I cannot determine the 
exact source of this troubling 
development.?

Local authorities will be meeting later 
this week to discuss the problems in the 
Merrimack river, and hopefully will 
formulate a plan to clean up this 
important New Hampshire waterway. 
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Merrimack River Pollution Worries Many

TODAY'S WEATHER

Today

Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 37. South 
wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Tonight

Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 26. 
Southwest wind 5 to 
10 mph. 

By John Philips

Public schools in Manchester face a new 
challenge in the form of bed bugs. The 
tiny parasites have found in several 
homes leading many school districts to 
conclude that an outbreak may have 
begun. Parents are urged to check their 
beds and those of their children, to be 
sure that there are not signs of the tiny 
pests. If found experts suggest washing 
clothing and carefully vacuuming any 
infected areas. This will ki ll the 
parasites, and remove their eggs from 
bedding and mattresses. Heating clothes 
in a dryer for several minutes may also 
kill the bugs.

Bed Bug Outbreak



By Jennifer Ryan

German real estate company Engel & 
Völkers has put in bid on a number of 
properties around Prospect and Myrtle 
street, as well as much of the area 
around Jane street. Jane street is 
notable as the location of the recent 
home invasion that shocked the city a 
few weeks ago.  Engel & Völkers has 
also put in bids to buy several parks 
from the city, including Pulaski, 
Stanton, and Victory parks. The offers 
were made through the company's 
New York offices and the offers were 
sent out in a mass mailing this past 
Thursday.

Engel & Völkers is a multinational real 
estate firm which currently operates in 
36 countries around the world. The 
property offers were made to both 
local real estate agencies, as well as 
private owners, none of which have yet 
to respond to what are rumored to be 
substantial bids. The offers are part of 
a large development project and seems 
to be a big move on behalf of the 
company. We must wait and see what 
the company plans to do with the 
property and if it will seek to get the 
largely residential areas rezoned for 

Chicago ? A pet all igator went undetected by neighbors for 
26 years in a suburban Chicago home. The 6-foot, 
200-pound alligator was discovered by an unsuspecting 
repairman who noticed something moving in a covered 
container. WLS reports the repairman found the cage, took 
pictures and contacted authorit ies.

Authorit ies have removed the alligator from the home, and 
the owner faces an unlawful possession of an endangered 
species charge, which is a misdemeanor offense. 

ODD NEWS

DEAR SANDY

DEAR SANDY- Last Sunday I went 
to visit my sister, and was shocked 
at what I found. When I arrived at 
her house I found it had been 
trashed, tables overturned, dishes 
broken, even a door broken off of 
its hinges! I tried to question my 
sister but she lost her temper and 
forced me out saying I wouldn?t 
understand. What should I do? 
-Concerned Brother

DEAR CONCERNED- It seems 
your sister definitely has some 
anger management issues. When 
she calms down I would 
recommend suggesting she try 
some sort of therapy to fight the 
source of her rage. Just try to be 
calm and compassionate, she is 
obviously going through something 
difficult, and you need to be there 
for her.
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commercial use. The company will l 
ikely have to fi le more paperwork with 
the city before going through with any 
purchases, and the city has yet to 
respond to the moves made by the 
company on the various parks in the 
city.
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